
“Responding to God”
1 Samuel 3

God’s call is personal and persistent (1-10)
These verses provide a beautiful picture of God’s loving grace and personal interest in His children. 

While Samuel did not know who was talking to him — and Eli was too spiritually dull to recognize initially that it 
was the God — God personally and persistently came to young Samuel, calling him over-and-over again by 
name. Samuel must have been confused by what was going on the first three times that God called to him, 
thinking all the while that Eli was talking to him. However, after Eli realized that it must be the Lord calling to 
Samuel, Samuel was surely full of excitement and expectation about the possibility of hearing from the Lord. 
Thankfully, God’s call was persistent. He kept calling to Samuel until Samuel realized and recognized His call. 
These verses bring us encouragement today because God doesn’t change. He still comes to His children, 
pursing them and calling them to Himself. He’s the God who knows us by name, calling to each of us 
personally, and He’s the God who is persistent, patiently continuing to call us until we finally recognize His call.
1. Read 1 Sam. 3:1. What does the second half of this verse tell us about the condition of Eli and the other 

spiritual leaders of Israel at that time? How is access to the Word of God different for us today? Are there 
some ways that it can still be the same?

2. What does Samuel’s response to the first three times that the Lord called to him show us about Samuel’s 
availability to serve? Do you have this kind of availability in your life today? If not, why not? What’s holding 
you back?

3. Have you experienced the call of God in your life (to salvation, to service, etc.)? Allow one of two people to 
share their testimony of God’s personal and persistent call in their lives.

Growing up for God demands being available and surrendered to God’s call in your life (10)
From the very first response of Samuel, we see that Samuel was available for service. Although 

Samuel didn’t know initially that it was the Lord who was calling to him, Samuel still got up and responded to 
each call, thinking that it was Eli who needed his service. But once Samuel was told that it was actually God 
who had been calling to him, his response gets very specific, showing both his availability and his surrender to 
the Lord. When God called to Samuel for the fourth time, Samuel asked the Lord to speak to him, confessing 
that he was both the Lord’s servant (surrendered to Him) and available to listen to the Lord (hears). In Samuel, 
we have the very essence of what God desires in our lives when His call is on our lives. The only response 
when God calls is to be available and surrendered to the Lord in our lives.
1. Read 1 Sam. 3:10. Discuss Samuel’s response to the Lord, and then answer the following questions.
2. What does it mean to be a servant? Are you a servant of the Lord? Are there other things that you serve 

that hold you back from being completely available and surrendered to the Lord?
3. What does it mean to hear or listen in this context? Are you available to listen to the Lord? How do you let 

God know this each-and-every day in your life?

God’s Word is always true, but His truth is sometimes hard to handle (11-15)
The message that the Lord gave to Samuel was far from what Samuel hoped or expected to hear. In 

fact, it was a message that was incredibly difficult to hear and that Samuel was afraid to share. God gave 
Samuel the message of the coming execution of the promised judgment against Eli and his sons. Samuel was 
just a young boy, and Eli and his sons were the ones who had authority over him every day in the tabernacle. 
God’s Word was difficult to handle. Samuel didn’t know what to do with it, and truthfully, he probably did not 



want to do anything with it, especially share it with Eli. We can only imagine Samuel’s restless night and the 
knots that were probably in his stomach the next morning as he knew and expected Eli to ask him about what 
God had told him. When he couldn’t avoid Eli any more, Eli not only asked but also demanded that Samuel tell 
him exactly what God had told him. From the way that Eli demanded Samuel’s obedience, it is likely that Eli 
knew that the news was not going to be good, and it is also likely that Eli knew that Samuel did not want to 
share the truth that God had given him. Samuel found out early that while God’s Word is always true, it is 
sometimes hard to handle in this life.
1. Imagine being Samuel and hearing God tell you these things about your superior, Eli. What are some of 

the emotions that you may expect to feel? What are some of the thoughts that you’re likely to have? How 
would you want to handle this information?

2. Have you ever read anything in God’s Word that you had a hard time handling? Perhaps a passage that 
was difficult to know what to do with it even though you knew it was true? Can you think of any specific 
passage or issue that you can share?

3. Why is faith in God’s Word so important when it comes to things in God’s Word that are hard to handle?

Growing up for God involves boldly sharing God’s truth with others (16-18)
Young Samuel was growing up for God, and God was growing Samuel up to do His work. The Lord had 

given Samuel a difficult truth about Eli and his sons, but when pushed, Samuel did not cower down and avoid 
sharing the truth. Instead, Samuel told Eli all that the Lord had told him. For a young boy, serving under the 
authority of Eli and his sons, this was a huge risk for Samuel to take. It required a boldness and a faith in God 
that only God could have provided and grown in Samuel’s life. Samuel boldly shared God’s truth with Eli, telling 
Eli that God’s promised judgment on Eli and his sons was coming. Today, God’s Word is still difficult to handle. 
The message of the Gospel requires us to tell the lost that they too are condemned to die for their sins unless 
they put their faith in Jesus Christ. It is a hard message that is hard to handle, but growing up for God requires 
boldly sharing that message of God’s truth with others. 
1. Put yourself in Samuel’s shoes again, and discuss how he might have felt when confronted by Eli about 

what God had told Samuel.
2. Have you ever been confronted about God’s Word and had to stand on the truth of God’s Word even when 

the message was difficult and was not well received? If so, share your experience.
3. How is the Gospel a difficult and confrontational message to share? God’s given the message of the 

Gospel to us to share with those who need to be told the truth, and it takes boldness — and belief — to 
share God’s truth. When was the last time you shared the Gospel with someone? Who could you share the 
Gospel with this week? 

God is with those who grow up for Him (19-21)
The final verses of chapter three reveal that Samuel continued to hear, to be available, and to surrender 

to the Lord in His life. Because of this, Samuel continued to grow up for God, and God established, blessed, 
and used Him for His work in this world. The key to God’s work in Samuel’s life was the Lord’s presence 
continued to be with Samuel. God’s presence was all that He needed. It showed God’s approval and His favor 
in Samuel’s life. With God, Samuel had all that He needed. With you and me today, God is all that we need, 
and the Lord is still with those who grow up for Him.
1. Read 1 Sam. 3:19 and 21. What is the pattern of Samuel’s relationship with God that contrasts sharply with 

Eli’s relationship with God? What do you think was the key to this difference?
2. Based on these verses, what was the key to Samuel’s success in His call as a prophet? What is the key to 

fulfilling God’s call in your life today?
3. When it comes to God’s presence in our lives, what advantage do we have today because of the death, 

resurrection, and ascension of Jesus? Close in prayer, thanking God for His constant presence in our lives 
when we put our faith in His Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ.


